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‘America for sale?. 


A look at the extent, results of Japan’s buying spree [4 


By Kenneth R. Clark 
Media writer 


recent Fortune magazine 
cover sounded an almost hy- 
sterical call to arms against 
the new Japanese “in- 
vasion,” this time on the 
sent Sis mon Newsweek re- 


Americans say Japan, with its 
pestrit trade and investment 


isn’t fair, Japa- 
nese Seok aici teenie tine 4 unrestricted in their 


zeal to buy into Sind ti from 
Rust Belt factories and Silicon 


ight? Is J 
right? Is apan dyay 


losers, wailing 

such high-profile propera as 
Columbia Pictures, Firestone tires, 
the 7-Eleven retail market chain 
and 50 percent of Rockefeller 
Center? 


News sg ie said both ren ter ( 
icti “media h dep: fe (enon ever they 


ictions are 
on both sides of 


“I think the media—in the Unit- 
ed States and Japan—are at 
fault,” Ramsey said. “In much the 





On television 





way we tend to stress the econom- 
warfare element, the Japanese 
press has, 


sets and deae n automi 
they would be boycotting 

Ramsey, who anchors an FNN 
special called “Aerica fr Sale: 
irostoct Buy-Out Binge” p-m., 
1 Taena y); pecher e R eth 


en aiie ag Sapo 


government, pegs universities, 
students. The result is 


reat Britain and Hol- 
land. 

The “buy-out” statistics to date 
ase mrcsories Boy a yrei 
pears 10 percent of the nation’s 


were to stop), 
and untallied billions in real es- 
tate, including 25 percent of 
downtown Los Angeles. 


But while the documentary turns 


rank-and-file Americans inter- 
viewed show neither fear nor hos- 


subject much more than the stroke 
of a powder puff. The dark side is 


explored equally, revealing that 
while Japanese management and 


paea a ecoarr ay es as 


counterparts have proven almost 


hopelessly inept in the rs Sit 
tumble trading brawls of Wall 


Then there are the | lobbyists: 
guns” from the 


gious a 
government officials eager to 
ona that often 
their former pay. With the Ja; 

nese pouring an estimated $250 
million a year into arm-twisting 
on Capitol Hill and $10 million a 
year into endowments to influen- 
tial American universities, the 
the most 


about that ex- 
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Now York Daily News photo 
Controlling interest in New 
York's Rockefeller Center is 
now in Japanese hands. 


Ramsey, who lived in Japan as a 

fone and ipeja in Tokyo for 

the. Econom dent for 

the nomist London, 

the whole press-pre- 

sen! ai of Japanese econom- 
ic supremacy. 


“On balance, it’s good for us,” 
he said. “It keeps us honest and 
reminds us that we're in a 
economy. Were meas 
the J are doing now what 
we in Europe in the 1950s and 
"60s. How come it was good for us 
then, but now it isn't good for 
them? I think the whole world has 
benefited from the fact that we 
have such a big presence in Eu- 
rope, and most Europeans will 

with me. Ten years from 
now, we'll be saying the same 
thing about the Japanese.” 


and 
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The New Jersey-based Gund 
Co., which has been makin; 
stuffed for more the 
Sei now has a “ 

pas Taada a D 


Beroni, he that message 
across he company ba pied 


“We hope to raise ‘the con- 
sciousness of America that it’s 
great area a stuffed toy 


infancy on, st 
as transitional objects: for a baby 
tea. os preschooler Beenie im pains 
fora 

to reach beyond his family, for an 
adolescent girl boys. 

For adults, Fine said, stuffed 
animals “serve as mem ‘markers 
of events and relationships, and 
are invested with a whole range of 


Taarna Day flowers and offers 
a whole of bears dressed as 
various professionals. The Ger- 

many beed Ste smena for finds 


ae 
tye they 
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Indeed, for the elderly, stuffed 
animals are proving to have thera- 
peutic nie clos Francis, a 
nursing professor at Virginia Com- 
monwealth University, has been 
saying bow to, nieve eee eae 
ionis for elderly nursing home | 
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versation starter, sparking more | 
interaction between the patients | 
and staff. 

“It’s a cost-effective way of | 


g quality of life for | 
folks in an institution,” said | 


gee 
È 
Ta 
Pf 
fall 
ue 


way for 
sual pleasure.” The elderly pa- | 
tients, she said, rode in their | 
wheelchairs with their animals | 


i irot pets. They slept with | 
them. talked to them. | 


teddy 
“And,” she said with a 


“Tm perfectly sane and normal. wot | 





Continued from page 1 


and economic news there, 

“The local and national TV 
news just 
what's going on in Eastern Eu- 
ros AnNa, the iceberg,” wed 

cyna program 
of ethnic-oriented WCEV.AM 
1450. “For many people that’s not 
ours come in. 

In fact, WCEV—along with 
WPNA-AM 1490, WVVX-FM 
103.1, WEDC-AM 1240 and 
WSBC-AM (also 1240)—has been 
broadcasting to a variety of ethnic 
groups for years. 

With tbeas ascension of Gor- 
bachev, (openness) and 
perestroika (restructuring), Chi- 
cago’s ethnic radio stations have 
placed ‘increased importance on 

thering first-hand news. from 
Easier Europe. And with the ad- 
vent of fax machines and casier 
telephone access to most of those 
countries, the news can often be 
disseminated faster than ethnic 
newspapers and magazines. 

“Our news comes straight from 
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Lithuania and is as current as it is 
ible to be,” said Raimundas 
to aroak of the Ip Sek 
i ian show “Zeme L,” from 
8:30 to 10 p.m. Saturdays on 
WPNA. Lapas popem. pas news 
directly apar Radio Vilnius and 
the Lithuanian nationalist 
movement’s newspaper, 


tas Landsbergis, La; 
tape of Landsbergis’ first official 
speech to the newly elected 
Lithuanian parliament. 
Sang Migala has produced 
Polish 


WCEV Voice 
of Polonia” 230 to 6 p.m. 
weekdays) for. He said 
rset! to in polno have! 

y in just 
last 12 mon 


reporter. 
Sg rsg poet a the 
‘a! langu: “Studio D” on 
WPNA from 630 to 8 p.m. week- 
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is 
pleasantly vivid memory, u 
tainty over political 
direct news about the democratic 
movement relatively scarce. 

That’s why Mike Martini, a for- 
mer Romanian radio journalist, 
began the “Romanian Radio 
Hour” in late January on 
at 3 p.m. Saturdays. 

“For a | I didn't 
anything bas Par because I sil 
have a lot of family there, and 

nder Ceausescu that 


on ae 
problems for then,” said Martini, 
who estimates Chicago’s 
Romanian soa at 35,000. 
“But the t eines that have hap- 
pened in since Christmas 
are what my me to do this 
show,” 


Martini’s sources for news in- 
clude Cable News Network, the | 


“The secret police still control 
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the whole ballgame in Romania, 
he said. “The official radio and 
television there still aren't telling 
us what's really going on.” 

The Chicago area’s Croatian 
community—not nearly as large as 


a republic of Yugoslavia, remains 


ly communist. 
Giavas, pr 
of WCEV’s “Free Croatia”, knows 
-hand about the of 


lavas sad the 
to exert pressure on him to to siop 
his z 
vocate 
The line between 
events in Eastern 
to influence 


for Croatia. 


ting news 
urope and 
tonio begins to 
on many ethnic radio pro- 
rae As most of them are brok- 
ered (their block of time sold to 
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as they please), sometime private 


Pana lsc Eee 


‘Sar se Ş io ið 

on WCEV, has = 
asking his listeners to call and 
write President Bush 
the U.S. to 
dependen! 


of a Polish 
WSBC. While he said 


35 less activist-oriented. 

“I left Poland in 1944 and be- 
came a U.S. citizen in 1957,” he 
said. “My government isn’t in 
Warsaw, it’s in W: I look 


For many, these ethnic radio 
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been lifted, act has yet to 
be played. ’s ethnic radio 
broadcasters ize that it can 
come crashing down again all too ; 
=e 

“For people of Eastern Europe- 
an ethnic this is a 


Lucyna Migala of WCEV. “But 
we're also NEY Cautious because — 
we realize that what is happening 
there is extremely fragile.” 

Dan Kening is a Chicago free- 
lance writer. 
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